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It was a matter of wonder that a nation pretending to some degree
of intelligence should have assented so long to allow the landlords
of this country to legislate in their own exclusive interests.
Only the synopsis of the written speech was delivered, for
George had put aside the manuscript which had been pre-
pared so laboriously. Despite his fears that he would talk too
long, the talk—and it was long—seemed a magnificent success.
The Daily News reported that he closed with the question,
"How could they defend the right of a few in England to own
the land on which they all must live?'* And he exhorted his
audience, "Let English people make England truly the free
home of free men—men equal in their rights, men who knew
their duties and would perform them; and in doing what they
could for that end they would be doing it, not for their country
alone, but for the whole civilized world."
An ovation followed. It produced such an effect that all the
English, Scottish, and Irish papers commented upon it. Some
of the Tory papers, however, took offense at the part of the
speech where George said that if the unearned increment were
collected for public needs, among those benefited would be
orphans and also there would be enough to "give every widow,
from the lady who sat upon the throne to the poorest laborer's
widow, a pension." Long afterward George explained, "At my
remark 'that every widow from the Queen down ought to have
a pension, not as a matter of charity, but as a matter of justice'
I meant no disrespect to Her Majesty, but it was misinter-
preted by part of the audience/'8
After this great meeting in London, addresses followed in
many towns of the United Kingdom, north as far as Wick and
Keiss and in the west. George wrote to Taylor that "I have
been riding all day and far into the night over hills of Skye
and speaking on hillsides to gathered crofters	I have been
working hard this trip, speaking every night but have stood it
well though I am very tired. I have been sowing good seed
and it would not be long in germinating/'9
He spoke twice in Glasgow, both times in the City Hall. On
the first occasion he made his "Scotland and Scotsman" speech
which became famous.1*0 In it he pictured the hideous poverty
of the crofters and the colliers as well as the laboring class in
the cities. He did not mince words:

